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From the Principal… 
 

Kia ora Whānau,  
 
Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou - greetings to you all. 
 
In the early stages of the school year, it is good to be thinking about the 
importance of attending school on a regular basis. High levels of attendance 
allows our children to experience consistency in their development and this in 
turn reduces the likelihood of gaps appearing in their learning over the course 
of a week, term or year. Good attendance also allows children to develop all-
important relationships with their peers and staff, particularly their classroom 
teacher. The Ministry of Education sets a benchmark of 90% attendance for 
students, as does Geraldine Primary. In a typical 10-week term, this equates to 
a maximum five days absence. Anything less than 85% we deem to be of 
concern, with 80% attendance equating to a day off a week, or just under a 
term away from school over the course of a year. We understand that children 
will be sick or away from school for justifiable reasons. All absences  along with 
a reason must be notified through the school office - 693 8208 / 
office@geraldine.school.nz or through the Skool Loop app, which forwards the 
notification to the office email.  
 
Each year we collect student achievement data for individual students, 
cohorts, e.g. year groups, gender and across the whole school. It has been 
pleasing to see the positive  impact of new initiatives on both student 
achievement and engagement. In 2020 we embarked on new journeys in how 
reading, spelling and maths programmes were being delivered. You may have 



heard the terms Structured Literacy, iDeal, The Code, Numicon Maths, or Prime 
Maths being mentioned by your children and / or their teachers. These 
programmes have been game changers for both staff and students and it 
shows in our achievement data over this time. I congratulate the staff for the 
way they have positively embraced these new initiatives, especially during 
three years of Covid interruptions.  
 
In 2022 we had 88% of our students achieving at or above the NZ Curriculum 
expectations in reading. This figure was 82% for writing and 88% for maths. This 
high level of achievement is something that I commend our school community 
on - the teachers, teacher aides, and whānau, who collectively work together 
to bring out the potential in our tamariki.  
 
We also recognise that learning takes on various forms for children and that 
student achievement as noted above is just one measurement of success. 
Some children may find maths challenging, but will thrive in other situations 
where things like communication and teamwork are important. Other students 
will be wonderful role models at showing empathy -  it’s great to see these 
talents shine through. Progress will look differently for different students as well 
and it’s this progress at an individual level that is just as important as 
achievement.  
 
Some future dates that I bring to your attention are: 
Teachers and principals throughout New Zealand are currently in negotiations 
through their unions, with the Ministry of Education about their collective 
agreements. Teacher union meetings in our region will take place over the 
afternoons of 28 February and 1 March, with staff attending one of these 
meetings. Our school will remain open on these days, with buses running at the 
same time. Parents will have the option to take their children home at 
lunchtime if they wish on these days. More information will come out closer to 
the time. 
 
We will be holding 3 Way Conferences on 29 and 30 March from 3pm to 7pm. 
At the 3WCs, parents / whānau, children and teachers meet to discuss how 
the child is going at school and learning goals. Children are expected to 
attend as they are an important part of the learning discussion! A 3WC time 
can be booked through www.schoolinterviews.co.nz . Use our school code 
-  v8gw5. If you experience any difficulties with the booking process, please 
contact the school office.  
 
Finally, here are some neat photos of some of our new students with their Year 
5 Big Buddies! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 

 Taig and Stanley       Lucah and Flynn        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          Tate and Quinton   
 
Kia kaha, kia toa, kia manawanui - be strong, be bold, be steadfast. 
 
Andrew Leverton 
Principal |Tumuaki 
 

School Notices 
 
Board News – Principal Appointment process 
The School Board has started the Principal recruitment process.  In the coming 
weeks we will be opening up a community consultation where we would love 
to hear what qualities you are looking for in our new Principal.  We will let you 
know when and how you can be involved through the school newsletter on 
the 24th February. 
      Alicia Pridham 
      School Board Presiding Member 
 
Student Achievement Outside School 
We regularly hear about the achievements of our students in their out of school 
activities. We would like to be able to further recognise these achievements in 



our newsletters and / or on our school Facebook page. If your child or a GPS 
student you know of has done well in an out of school pursuit, please let us 
know! A written explanation of their achievement, along with a photo would 
be appreciated. Please send details to - principal@geraldine.school.nz . 

 
GPS Uniforms 
GPS uniforms can be purchased from the Warehouse, Timaru, or locally from 
High Street Stitch and Print, in Geraldine.  Please click on the link below for more 
information: 
http://gps.hssp.co.nz/ 

The green polo shirts can only be purchased from The Warehouse, Timaru. 
 
Second hand uniforms can be purchased from the school office for a 
donation which will go to the Home and School 
 
 
Term 1 Calendar 
 
Week 3 
Monday 13 February Home and School meeting, 7pm – all 

welcome 
Week 4 
Wednesday 22 February  School Board Meeting, 6pm – Staffroom 
Thursday 23 February  Width Swimming Carnival, Y4-6 
Friday 24 February   Final Swimming Lesson 
     pp Width Swimming Carnival 
Week 5 
Monday 27 February  Length Swimming Carnival 
Tuesday 28 February  postponement Length Swimming  
Wednesday 1 March  Final swim Y4-6 
Thursday 2 March   Tangaroa Syndicate Triathlon Y5 & 6 
Friday 3 March   Last day swimming Y1-3 
 
Week 6 
Monday 6 March   Tāwhirimātea triathlon, Y3 & 4 
Tuesday 7March   Y6 Camp – Lindisfarne 
 
Week 7 
Thursday 16 March  Y5 Camp - Raincliff 
Friday 17 March   SC Triathlon  
 
Term dates 2023 
 
Term 1 
Monday 30 January - Thursday 6 April      



   
School closed:   Waitangi Day - Mon 6 February   

 
During April term break: Good Friday - Friday 7 April 

Easter Monday - Monday 10 April 
Easter Tuesday - Tuesday 11 April 

 
Term 2            
Wednesday  26 April - Friday 30 June   
 

School closed:  Staff Development Day - Monday 24 April 
Anzac Day - Tuesday 25 April 
Staff Development Day - Tuesday 16 May  
King’s Birthday - Monday 5 June  
Staff Development Day - Thursday 29 June  
 

 
 During July term break: Matariki - Friday 14 July 
 
Term 3          
Monday 17 July - Friday 22 September 
  

During September term break:  
South Canterbury Anniversary - Monday 25 
September 

 
Term 4 
Monday 9 October – Thursday 14 December  
 

School closed:  Labour Day - Monday 23 October 
     Staff Development Day - Friday 17 November 
 
 
Community Notices 
 
Tots to Teens Magazine 
Please click on the following link if you wish to read the Tots to Teens 
Magazine:     https://issue2302.totstoteens.co.nz/ 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Before School and After School Programmes 
Kia ora Geraldine Primary Whanau. Are you finding yourself stuck for childcare before and/or After 
school? This is just a quick reminder that Kids Alive programs are available to those in our local area. 
Below is a brief explanation of our two programs currently running. Holiday programs are also 
available during the term breaks, we will update these closer to the time.  

-The before School programme starts at 7.00 am and runs until school starts. This is for those 
Families that need childcare before school opens and includes Breakfast. Once school is open at 
8.20, we open the doors to all Children attending Geraldine Primary school and offer breakfast 
and/or a Milo as part of the nationwide Kickstart breakfast club. This is located in the school hall.  

-The after-school programme runs from 2.45 pm (we meet the children at school) till 5.30 pm at the 
Geraldine Pavilion, where we play games, run around outside and have fun. Afternoon tea is 
provided to all attending.  

For all of those that are interested in what we are all about, please feel free to contact us, come 
down and have a look around.   

* WINZ subsidies may be available to some families, just ask before you book, and we will support 
you as best we can. * 

For more information, please visit our website www.kidsalive.co.nz or contact Scotty Nelson on  

027 2413226. 

 





SUop XaTUing Uime hoping for UhingT Uo magicallZ change,
become Uhe change ZoVr familZ needT - The ReW

 SoVnd like familiar TUrVggleT UhaU happen in ZoVr
home XiUh ZoVr child? 

TickeUT on Tale noX - Tcan Uhe QR code beloX or WiTiU aU eWenUbriUe.com.aV   

 
Thank ûouƣ Your words are empowering for our teenagersƤ as I saw in mû
own boûs tonightƣ The reflection that I saw in them was astoundingƤ and

the little changes that started as soon as we walked in the door were
proof of the waû that ûou captured their attentionƣ I mûself found it verû
inspiring to hear the waû that ûou have learned how to be a parent ƴ trulû

inspiring for people like me who have to teach themselves as theû
werenǊt taught from an earlû ageƣ You have given me some steps to
further this journeûƣ Your stories and anecdotes reallû engaged us

allƣThanks Revƣ SaÙah VeÙheûeÅ 

John McMahon aka 'The ReW' iT on UoVr in NeX Zealand Feb and MaZ 

MRWRY8 aQd SaYage AQgeO eYeQWV aUe abRXW LQVSLULQg,
LQfRUPLQg & LQVWUXcWLQg WeeQageUV aQd WheLU SaUeQWV WR

PaNe VPaUWeU, PRUe LQfRUPed decLVLRQV LQ OLfe. 

 Mû boû reallû didnǊt want to go to the workshopƣ I dragged him there
with the attitude that it was going to be boring and so onƣ He couldnǊt
believe that we would have to sit there for Ėhrs but at the end of it he

couldnǊt believe how quicklû the time wentƣ The comment was also
ǉthat wasnǊt as bad as I thought it was going to beǉƣ A win win situation

for me and I reallû think heǊll get something out of itƣ I know that I
learnt some things mûselfƣ Thanks for teaching us some great

strategies to help with the angerƣ So much to take awaû from this
workshopƣ SeËÅa MaûbeÙû

See XhaU oUherT are TaZing: 

LA�INESSץ LIESץ ARG�MENTSץ
�ORRץ� AN�IETץ� ANGERץ SELF

SABOTAGEץ LACK OF
MOTI�ATION

NPSUI ITMaOd: AVcLMaOd 13WK & 14WK FHE, WIaOHaSeJ 15WK FHE, HaNJMUPO 16WK FHE,
TaVSaOHa 17WK FHE, PaMNeSTUPO NPSUI 20WK FHE, WeMMJOHUPO 21VW & 22QG FHE 

SPVUI ITMaOd: NeMTPO 28WK ASULO, CISJTUcIVScI 1VW & 2QG Ma\, DVOedJO 4WK Ma\,
IOWeScaSHJMM 5WK Ma\Scan here for Savage Angel tickets 

Scan here for MotovĜing boûs tickets



 
 
 
 


